
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING PRAYER 

MATTHEW 13: 1-9, 18-23 
13:1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 

2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun 
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

SERMON: BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED 

  



PRAYER FOR THE WEEK 
Ancient Gardener, your holy word is planted in our hearts as good seed 

in fertile soil. So, nurture us that we may bear fruit abundantly. Amen. 

FREE ONLINE GIVING WEBSITE 
Holston Conference is offering a FREE online giving website. To help out 

the local churches the Conference is paying the fees, so 100% of your 
donation goes to your church. Just go to the website and input your 
information. To find our churches: Select "Three Rivers" from the district 
drop down menu, and then find our churches on the church listing. Thank 
you for your faithfulness.  
NOTE: https://holston-reg.brtapp.com/ChurchOffering 

IN-CHURCH 
• Trade UMC meets at 9:30 am Sunday morning. Please wear a mask 

and practice social distancing. Enter by the front door. 
• First UMC meets at 11:00 am Sunday morning. Please wear a mask 

and practice social. Enter by the side door that opens from the main 
parking lot. 

ONLINE ⎯ WORSHIP AND BIBLE STUDY 
• You can watch the Sunday services and Bible study episodes on both 

church websites. 
 www.mountaincitymethodist.org or www.trademethodist.org  
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pg/First-United-Methodist-Church-

Mountain-City-1035543746459235/videos/?ref=page_internal 
• YouTube: 

www.youtube.com/c/FirstUnitedMethodistandTradeUnitedMethodist 
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