
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 1, 2019 

JOYS AND CELEBRATIONS 

CHIMES OF THE TRINITY 

PRELUDE 
Please prepare for worship through prayer and silent meditation. 

INTROIT I Come with Joy Chancel Choir 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 

Watch for this gift!  

Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 

The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 

Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 

Praise be to God for such lavish love. 

OPENING PRAYER 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 211: 1, 2, 4O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Two thousand years ago, Christ came to bring us salvation, and He has 
promised to come again. Today, we ask that this, our Advent Wreath, serve to 
remind us to watch and be ready for His return.  

Let us pray together that we may always be ready to welcome Him: 
Loving God, your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior. The one 
who enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin. 
Pour forth your blessings upon us as we use this wreath and the light 
from each candle to call us to walk in your light. May their light reflect 
the splendor of Christ within this His church and each of us gathered for 
Him. Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE`Andy and George Wright 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
OFFERTORY 

*THE DOXOLOGY 95 

*HYMN 221: 1, 2, 4  In the Bleak Midwinter 



ANTHEM Beautiful Star of Bethlehem Chancel Choir 
Following this part of the service, preschool children may go to the nursery, and 
children in grades K-6 may go to Creation Station. 

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 24:36-44 
The word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Keep Awake Rev. John Crabtree 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 12 
Please use the musical responses on page 17. Your generous offering left on the 
Communion rail goes to the Pantry Fund, which assists those of our community 
in need. 

*HYMN 224  Good Christian Friends Rejoice 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION 
Following the Benediction, please greet one another with joy and affection. 

*POSTLUDE 

*Please stand as you may be able. 
Items in BOLD are unison. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CHURCH INFORMATION: First United Methodist Church; 128 N. Church St, 

Mountain City, TN 37683; Church 423-727-7554; Parsonage 423-727-7672; Pastor’s 
Cell 423-494-5045; Rev. John Crabtree, Pastor; Judy Walsh, Choir Director; Nancy 
Tolliver, Pianist; Dr. Sandra Fortune, Organist. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
21st TOUR OF HOMES on December 8 from 1-5 pm. Eight great sites including 

Kody and Mary Rachael’s home on Church Street! Food and entertainment! Bring in 
the Christmas season with this spectacular event! Tickets are only $10. Purchase at 
the Art Center or Welcome Center in Mountain City. Hope to see you there! ~Addie 
Bobbitt 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: The Administrative Board decided to produce a simple, 
little Christmas program featuring our children on December 22 with a Fellowship 
Luncheon following the morning service. 

HEIFER PROJECT: You may choose to participate in the Heifer Project at the 
Christmas Eve Service, where there will be a basket placed on the Communion rail for 
donations. 

  



REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:00 am Sunday morning. 
ALANON: Tuesdays, 1:00 pm at First United Methodist Church. 
UNIQUE BOUTIQUE: Open Wednesdays 10 am – 2 pm and the first Saturday of the 

month 10:00 am – 2:00 pm.  
CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesdays at 6:00 pm.  
UMW: Second Thursday of the month at noon in the Fellowship Hall.  
UMM: Second Saturday of the month at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

NOTICES 
LARGE PRINT HYMNALS are available. If you would like to use one, please notify 

an usher. 
Please silence your ELECTRONIC DEVICE during the service out of respect for 

others. 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

Date Coffee Greeters Children's 
Sermon 

Children's 
Church 

Bulletin Board 

12/01 Holder Fagan Communion Pennington 

Dec/Jan 
Bell/Gildea 

12/08 Bellamy/Smith Winningham Gill K. Walsh 

12/15 Glenn McGee Walsh Bontrager 

12/22 Wright Littlejohn Fortune Payne 

12/29 Walsh Holder Crabtree Fifth Sunday 

 

 

INFORMATION FOR THE SEASON 

• We need a family or a couple of individuals to volunteer to set up and decorate the 
Christmas tree for the Fellowship Hall soon. Please see Richard Walsh for location 
of tree and ornaments.  

• On December 15, the children, teens, and some adults will be caroling between 6 
& 8pm. If you would like for this group to come to your home, please notify Celia 
Pennington.  

• We will be observing the Advent Season with a reading and lighting of Advent 
candle beginning on December 1.  

• The Hanging of the Greens will occur on December 8.  



• For the next four Sundays, the children & teens will be practicing during last 20 
minutes of Sunday School (if permitted) and all of Children's Church (if permitted) 
for a little Christmas program to be presented on December 22 during the 11 a.m. 
service.  

• Also, on December 22, our church family will gather for our Christmas Fellowship 
Luncheon after the 11:00 service.  

• Annual Christmas Eve Service at 5pm.  

As always, we continue to feel blessed by the love and generosity of our church family 
who continually give of their time, their talents, and their offerings.  

TO ALL THE CHURCH FAMILY 

Although it's a little early, I want to recognize the efforts of the most benevolent 
church family in Johnson County. I know there's no contest, but if there were... 

• Thanks to your amazing support and efforts during our Bazaar, we grossed over 
$7500 and netted over $5700, a record amount representing sales. $1900 of that 
profit went to the Pantry Fund, managed by Bobbie Smith. 

• Thanks to your generous donations, along with the hard work provided by Sue 
Evans, Jill Bontrager, and Sharon Holder (and a few others), our Boutique is able 
to support Johnson County in a big way including: The Senior Heating Project, Beta 
Theta's Coat Project, Positive Thinkers Santa's Helping Hands, JC Safe Haven, The 
Community Center, The Senior Center, Heritage Hall, and others including our own 
Pantry Fund. The Boutique doles out around $12,000 annually. 

• Like the Bazaar, this year’s Thanksgiving project brought in record monetary and 
food donations. The new system, Sharon Holder's brain child, streamlined the 
efforts of the distribution team. With only five workers, they were able to sort and 
label food bags for fifty families, adding extra for families with children, and 
including a $20 gift card, in a little over an hour. NOTE: There was also food left 
over which went to the Neighborhood Service Center for distribution.  

• And now, we have climbed the one more mountain we needed to climb, Addie's 
pie project for the jail ministry was a huge success. She collected 45 pies from our 
church which were delivered to Jail & both recovery homes along with Freedom 
Farms and Kari’s Home. Many, many thanks from Addie 

• Although we have had a tough year in many ways, we have pulled together and 
fought the good fight as we continue to care deeply for those in need. Today, we 
feel truly blessed by you and all your efforts. 

Take care and God bless, Happy Thanksgiving! 

Wanda Payne, Administrative Board 


