
Grace Notes for June 2017 
From the desk of Pastor Scott Wilks 

There is a saying we use when trying to discern God's will for our desires or 

prayers.  We say, "God always answers.  Sometimes it's yes, sometimes no, and 

sometimes not yet."  While you won't find this quoted in Scripture, there are lots 

of examples.  When David expressed a desire to build a temple for God, the 

answer was no, that was a job for Solomon.  After 40 years in the desert, God told 

the Israelites yes, you can crossover into the promised land. 

Last night we had a meeting to discuss a new ministry in Mountain City to 

help address the addiction problems we face all around us.  We met with a state 

representative who while he applauded our desire, pointed to many reasons why we need to wait to launch this 

ministry.  After considering his words, I decided the answer should be yes, but also not yet. 

Our proposed launch date for the "Celebrate Recovery" ministry was to be July 2nd.  But that date is too 

soon.  We have too much to do and training to consider.  The extra time will allow us to approach the launch better 

prepared and with a greater chance of success. 

This is not a failure, but a recognition that even with all of our passion, we need more preparation in order to 

execute a successful ministry.  Our tentative launch date will now be in October.  That is a good thing!  As much as 

we are anxious to start this new thing, we do not need to set ourselves up for failure.  The stakes for our 

community are too high to fail because of our own lack of preparation. 

In the meantime, pray for our leadership team that we may diligently study in order to "show ourselves 

approved."  Also pray for how you can support this ministry.  There are still a few pieces of the puzzle that need to 

be fitted in.  Who knows that missing piece might be you! 

Opportunities and Blessings: 

Wednesday Night Fellowship and Choir (Trade) Warm up those vocal chords and get ready for some good 

food!  We meet for choir around 6:30 and eat afterward.  Come and be blessed! 

Holston Annual Conference is June 11-14th.  There are some very important changes being proposed this year 

involving the number and structure of the districts.  Keep pastor Scott and Dan Gill in your prayers! 

Giving Opportunities Please remember our monthly mission offering on First Sunday which benefits the needs 

of our community.  This time of year the needs often outweigh the resources. 

Likewise, volunteers are always needed at the Saint Anthony's Bread and Medical Mission at the Roman 

Catholic Church. 



VBS is almost here!  Please lift in prayer the young people we will invite into our church and all the helpers who 

make things happen.  If you have been waiting to volunteer, please check with Wanda.  There are still 

opportunities to serve.  We need a photographer and other helpers. 

The Unique Boutique is open Wednesdays from 10am until 2pm and the first Saturday of each month.  Monies 

made benefit our mission and ministry within the surrounding community! 

Mark your Calendar 

June 8th - UMW 12:00 

June 11-14th Holston Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska 

June 26-30th VBS at FUMC 6:00-8:30pm 

Serving Our Military 

     Trade UMC 

     Jonathan Adams 

     Caleb Courtner 

     Matthew Danner 

     A.J.Dollar 

     Amanda Dougherty 

     Austin Pardue 

     Zane Penley 

     Colton Phillips 

     Ian Prudhomme 

     Scott Wallace 

     First UMC 

     Daniel Herman 

     Angel Sluder 

     Alan Morgan 

     Joshua Pace 

     Timothy West Bellamy 

Stewardship for May 2017 

Trade UMC 

Date Attendance Offering Missions 

05-07 29 $1124  

05-14 38 $645  

05-21 23 $381  

First UMC 

Date Attendance Offering Missions 

05-07 67 $3136 $930 

05-14 85 $1485  

05-21 63 $1557  

05-28 86 $788  

 


