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From the Pastor’s Desk:  

 

How do we measure success? Is it a 
numerical value or a sense of improvement? 
In the church, we sometimes worry about 
numbers. We celebrate when they are high 
and we worry when they dip low. A less than 
spectacular offering makes a difference in 
how we meet our budgetary needs. 

But, in God's economy, success is 
measured in the change of the human heart. 
God's instructions for us, found in Micah 
chapter eight says we are to act justly, love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. It 
doesn't say obey a certain set of rules or to 
work hard to please God. Micah simply gives 
us what God wants our natures to become. 

This should become a rule of faith for us as 
we examine our lives and ask, "are we 
walking the Christian walk?" In our way of 
thinking, we want justice for the wrong doer. 
When a high-profile case comes to our 

attention, our natural instinct is to cry, 
"crucify him" (or her). But is that acting 
justly? 

When someone we don't like falls into 
hard times, do we revel in their misfortune, 
or do we desire that they might receive 
mercy? Do we sometimes walk with just a 
little too much swagger in our faith when 
God values humility? Are we becoming the 
proud whom the Lord will make low? 

We should work to please the Lord, not 
out of obligation or rules, but because we 
love the Lord who loved us first. It is His 
desire that we grow and succeed. Not as a 
cosmic accountant, weighing us in the 
balance, but as a loving Father loves His 
children. 

This past weekend was a blessing of 
events and the culmination of hard work and 
many hours.  We began with our Fall Bazaar, 
a much beloved annual event where we open 
our doors to the community. (Slideshow on 
FUMC website) 

Countless chicken gave their all for the 
most wonderful barbecue chicken that could 
be had.  The fellowship hall was transformed 
into a Christmas mart and guests flooded 
in.  We hope for a full report on number of 
dinners and the money which will be used to 
fund projects throughout the coming year 
soon.  Many thanks to Wanda and her crew... 
to all who cooked and cleaned... to those who 
bought and sold. 

Sunday morning at FUMC we had one of 
the best Fifth Sunday Singing in recent 



memory. Our own JAM program was 
featured in worship and the singing was 
awesome.  Thanks to all who contributed! 

Finally, Trunk or Treat.  Ok, this may 
sound like a repeat, but my eyes are still 
droopy from all the kids, the wonderful 
costumes, and the decorated cars.  What a 
success! (Slideshow will be on the FUMC 
website early next week) 

You might notice some subtle (and some 
not so subtle) changes around the church. 
We now have a monitor for the choir to share 
the visual programming of worship; the 
theater now features a 4k screen; and we 
now can project the service into other areas 
of the church.  These changes are to enhance 
our already wonderful worship experience.  

Scott 

Opportunities and Blessings: 

Wednesday Night Fellowship and Choir (Trade) 
Warm up those vocal chords and get ready for 
some good food! We meet for choir around 6:30 
and eat afterward. Come and be blessed! 

Giving Opportunities Please remember our 
monthly mission offering on First Sunday which 
benefits the needs of our community. 

Likewise, volunteers are always needed at the 
Saint Anthony's Bread and Medical Mission at 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

The Unique Boutique is open Wednesdays from 
10am until 2pm and the first Saturday of each 
month. Monies made benefit our mission and 
ministry within the surrounding community! 

The Contemporary Worship Service has been 
a success. We are averaging around 35 on 
Sunday nights. Tell your friends about this 
unique worship opportunity in our town. We 
can always use friendly faces to greet and 
engage folks as they arrive, servers in the 
kitchen, and worshippers in the seats. 

Youth! We haven't forgotten you! We hope 
to start a new chapter of our youth program 

soon with one of our goals to be Resurrection 
in January. 

Resurrection We hope to take our youth to 
Resurrection January 19-21st in Pigeon 
Forge. Resurrection is a revival-like event 
that brings the Gospel to youth around the 
Holston Conference. This year we plan to 
take 8-10 young people but we need your 
help. We will need transportation, and 
monies for rooms and food. If you can help, 
please designate your gifts and offerings to 
Resurrection in the memo of your check. 

Trunk or Treat was a blast! We saw more 
children on the church property and 
hopefully showed them that the church is 
indeed a welcoming, happy place where all 
are welcome. Special thanks to Carol Huff 
and all of her helpers! 

The Liturgical Dance Group is off the ground 
and working to bring this unique worship 
element to the church. They meet on 
Wednesdays at 4:30pm. 

Do you know someone who could benefit 
from an Al-Anon meeting? Anne Perry and 
Addie Bobbitt will be starting a couple of 
meetings beginning on Tuesdays in 
September. Al-Anon is a program which 
supports family and friends of people with 
addictions. 

FUMC - Please remember that we can receive 
your offering electronically if you are out of 
church for any reason. We miss you when 
you aren't here and your generosity pays to 
keep the lights on and staff paid! 

If you would like to add to the "Grace Notes" 
email or have corrections please make them 
in writing either written or email before the 
end of each month. a word shared in the 
hallway or during worship might get 
forgotten or misplaced! 

Stewardship 

We are growing in numbers and generosity! 
Way to give Church! 



Attendance for October 

Date Combined 
Worship 
Attendance 

Offerings Mission 
Offerings 

10/01 121 $4818 $1622 

10/08 102 $1188 $4700 

10/15 107 $3351  

10/22 116 $2072 $7 

10/29 133 $1796  

Serving Our Military 

Trade UMC 
Jonathan Adams 
Caleb Courtner 
Matthew Danner 
A. J. Dollar 
Amanda Dougherty 
Austin Pardue 
Zane Penley 
Colton Phillips 
Ian Prudhomme 
Scott Wallace 

First UMC 
Kuwait: Alan Morgan 
USS Iwo Jima: Joshua Pace 
Corpus Christi, TX: Daniel J. Herman 
Navy ENS Flight Training; Lackland Air 
Force Base 
Timothy West Bellamy 

 


